[The role of the bcl-2 gene in programmed death of neurons].
Alterations in counterbalance between proliferation and cell death contribute to the pathogenesis of many neurological disorders. The main form of cell death that occurs in the developing nervous system and in many pathological states is apoptosis. Many factors participate in the regulation of programmed cell death. Bcl-2 gene family members modulate the sensitivity of cells to death. Some of them promote cell death and the others, such as bcl-2, prevent apoptosis. Bcl-2 shows a wide expression in the nervous system and protects neurons from various toxic insults. This review focuses on the role of bcl-2 in the apoptosis occurring in some neurological diseases. Understanding of apoptotic threshold may lead to new strategies for the treatment in neurology.